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is practically certain if the quantity of diastase rises. The examina¬ 
tions must be begun soon after the injury. Beyond seventy-two, or, 
at the most, ninety-six hours, the diastase will probably have returned 
to normal. The increase is attributed to escape of pancreatic juice 
into the peritoneal cavity, with subsequent absorption into the blood. 
Since the increase of blood diastase leads to increase of the urinary 
diastase, the urine should also be examined for confirmatory evidence. 
Normally, in the urine of man d® = 1G to 32; it never exceeds G4. 
In 2 human cases Noguchi has used this method with success. The 
work will be reported hv him in detail in the Archiv f. klin. Chirurgic. 


Fatty Stools in Basedow’s Disease.—A. Bittorf (DcuUtch. mcd. 
Woch., 1912, xxxviii, 1034) reports a case of severe exophthalmic 
goitre, in which fatty stools were observed. Fait a reported G similar 
cases in 1910 and assumed that the condition was due to a disturbance 
of the internal secretion of the pancreas, though in his cases the external 
secretion was apparently not examined. In the present case, Bittorf 
has shown that there was an insufficiency of the external secretion. 
There was almost a total absence of trypsin and ail excess of unaltered 
muscle fibers in the feces. After the administration of pancreon, the 
fat content of the dried feces sank from 50 per cent, to about 17 per 
cent., the fat loss in percentage of fat intake from GO to 75 per cent, 
to 14 to 15 per cent. Alimentary glycosuria could not be tested in 
tills case, but Bittorf has frequently observed it in Basedow’s disease, 
and believes that there is no relation between fat and carbohydrate 
derangements in this disease. 


The Treatment of Rat-bite Disease with Salvarsan.—S. Hata 
(Munch, mcd. Woch., 1912, lix, 354) has collected the data of S cases 
of rat-bite disease, occurring in various parts of Japan, all of which 
were treated with salvarsan. The salvarsan was administered at 
different stages of the disease and also in the febrile and afebrile periods. 
In all instances the injection of salvarsan produces a striking result. 
Except in 3 cases, a single intravenous injection sufficed to prevent 
further manifestations of the disease. There was observed, however, 
a rise of temperature in the night following the injection or several 
days later, but none of the other characteristic symptoms of the parox¬ 
ysm was present. Hata interprets this elevation of temperature as a 
reaction from the drug. With defervescence there was a marked and 
rapid improvement of the general condition of the patient, the inflam¬ 
matory processes disappeared, and the exanthem cleared up. Gradually 
the tumefaction of the lymphatic glands went down, and within a few 
weeks the patients were well. In 1 case, however, a cure was not 
obtained, though there was great improvement. In 2 cases recur¬ 
rences were met with, but the dose of the drug employed was too 
small. Hata is unwilling to say that salvarsan is a specific in rat-bite 
disease, but the results are better than those obtained with other 
forms of treatment. 


The Differentiation of Human and Bovine Tubercle Bacilli by 
Cutaneous Infection of Guinea-pigs.—E. Tomarkin and S. Peschic 
( Deuisch. mcd. Woch., 1912, xxxviii, 1032), at the suggestion of Prof. 
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Kolle, have undertaken to determine whether human and bovine 
strains of tubercle bacilli may be differentiated by their varying viru¬ 
lence to guinea-pigs The procedure they have employed consists in 
sliaymg the skin of the abdomen and then rubbing a measured quantity 
of the infectious material into the skin for two to three minutes, using 
a glass rod. W ith ordinary care the skin may be shaved so that there 
are no abrasions visible on inspection with a hand lens. The material 
they used for inoculation was obtained from various sources, that is 
human tuberculous cultures, sputa, urine, and cavity contents, and 
bovine tuberculous cultures and glands. Tomarkin and Pescliic 
found that the great majority of animals inoculated with human 
material remained healthy (of 52 guinea-pigs only 7 developed tuber¬ 
culosis}, whereas all animals inoculated with bovine material—whether 
cultures or diseased tissues—developed tuberculosis of the regional 
lymphatic glands and, later, generalized tuberculosis (2G guinea-pigs 
in all) They noted further that in none of the animals did local 
signs develop at the site of inoculation. Whenever infection occurred 
the regional lymphatic glands were first enlarged. This striking 
dulerence m infectivity Tomarkin and Pescliic attribute to variation 
continued CG “ t "’° typeS f ° r tlle 8 uinea -P'g- The study is being 
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The Reinforcement of the Pelvic Suture in a Fyelolithotomy by a 
Pedunculated Flap from the Fibrous Capsule of the Kidney— Pave 
(Zimlralbl. f. Chir., 1912, xxxix, 1505) for several years has been restrict¬ 
ing the operation of nephrolithotomy in favor of pyeiolithotomy It 
is becoming established that it is best to adapt the operation to the 
individual cmie rather than to employ one method for all cases. Factors 
which will determine the operation to be done are: The situation, 
size, and number of the stones present; the topography and size of the 
pelvis of the kidney, since in some cases inflammatory changes about 
the kidney prevent its being delivered; the presence or absence of an 
infection of the calculous kidney; and whether a unilateral or bilateral 
lithotomy is necessary. The objections to a nephrotomy are, chiefly, 
the anatomical and functional damage done to the organ, and a danger¬ 
ous hemorrhage which may call for a nephrectomy. The chief objec- 



